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needed. " No," replied Mirabeau; " I, gentlemen,
think the veto of the king so essential a part of the
constitution, that without it I had rather live in
Constantinople than in France. Yes, I protest that I
can conceive nothing more alarming than the despotic
oligarchy of 600 individuals."

"Outside the Assembly," says Arthur Young, "the
motion of the Count of Mirabeau was better relished
than that of the Abbe Sieyes. But his character is a
dead weight upon him. There is a suspicion that he
has received 100,000 livres from the queen."

So early had the report of a dishonest and mercenary
compact with the enemies of the Eevolution been added
to the other grounds of the distrust with which Mirabeau
was regarded. Yet he probably had more weight in
the provinces than in the scandal-loving and suspicious
metropolis. A little later the same shrewd observer
notices that at Marseilles and among his constituents
at Aix the liberals held him to be " a politician of great
abilities, whose principles were favourable to theirs,
while as to his private character they had nothing to
do with it." ISTo doubt the paper which, with the help
of his Swiss friends, he published under the title of
Courrier de Provence largely increased his reputation and
influence in the country, and must have convinced many
readers that he was neither a dangerous incendiary nor
an unprincipled political adventurer. Some of his
colleagues who had at first been most averse from him,
began to suspect that this might be so, after meeting
him in private and listening to the good sense and the
moderate views round which he threw the glamour of
his persuasive eloquence.